[Antiparasitic effect of Senegalese Annonaceae used in traditional medicine].
Annonaceae is a large family of plants widely used in alimentation and traditional medicine. The interest of their study is raised up by the presence of biologically active substances among that the acetogenins which are specific to them. In Senegal, three species are widely used in traditional medicine for various indications and particularly in parasitic diseases: Annona senegalensis, Uvaria chamae and Xylopia aethiopica. The study of antiparasitical extracts from various organs showed an interesting activity of the fruits and leaves of Xylopia aethiopica on Leishmania donovani, the stem barks and roots of Uvaria chamae on Trypanosomia brucei and the roots of Annona senegalensis on the chloroquino-resistant strain of Plasmodium falciparum. Bioguided fractionation of the active extracts led to isolate Annonaceous acetogenins. Therefore, thirteen acetogenins, from the roots of Uvaria chamae and Annona senegalensis, were identified. The presence of acetogenins, substances with antiparasitical activity, could partly explain the biological proprieties of these various drugs.